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With each generation, people have breathed new life into democratic 
ideals, striving for personal freedom, political and economic reform, 
and justice. The United States stands firmly behind all those who seek 
to exercise their basic human rights. We will continue to oppose the 
use of violence and repression and support the universal rights of free-
dom of religion, expression, and peaceful assembly; equality for men 
and women under the rule of law; and the right of people to choose 
their leaders. 

This week, we rededicate ourselves to promoting democratic values, 
economic development, and respect for human dignity, and we express 
our solidarity with freedom-seeking people everywhere whose future 
reflects our greatest hope for peace. 

The Congress, by joint resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 
designating the third week of July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations 
Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 17 through July 23, 2011, 
as Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States 
to reaffirm our deep commitment to all those working for human rights 
and dignity around the world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8693 of July 24, 2011 

Suspension of Entry of Aliens Subject to United Nations 
Security Council Travel Bans and International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act Sanctions 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In light of the firm commitment of the United States to the preserva-
tion of international peace and security and our obligations under the 
United Nations Charter to carry out the decisions of the United Nations 
Security Council imposed under Chapter VII, I have determined that 
it is in the interests of the United States to suspend the entry into the 
United States, as immigrants or nonimmigrants, of aliens who are sub-
ject to United Nations Security Council travel bans as of the date of 
this proclamation. I have further determined that the interests of the 
United States are served by suspending the entry into the United 
States, as immigrants or nonimmigrants, of aliens whose property and 
interests in property have been blocked by an Executive Order issued 
in whole or in part pursuant to the President’s authority under the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, by the authority vested in 
me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States 
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of America, including section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act of 1952, as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant and 
nonimmigrant entry into the United States of persons described in sec-
tion 1 of this proclamation would be detrimental to the interests of the 
United States. I therefore hereby proclaim that: 

Section 1. The entry into the United States, as immigrants or non-
immigrants, of the following persons is hereby suspended: 

(a) Any alien who meets one or more of the specific criteria for the 
imposition of a travel ban provided for in a United Nations Security 
Council resolution referenced in Annex A to this proclamation. 

(b) Any alien who meets one or more of the specific criteria con-
tained in an Executive Order referenced in Annex B to this proclama-
tion. 

Sec. 2. Persons covered by section 1 of this proclamation shall be iden-
tified by the Secretary of State or the Secretary’s designee, in his or her 
sole discretion, pursuant to such standards and procedures as the Sec-
retary may establish. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of State shall have responsibility for imple-
menting this proclamation pursuant to such procedures as the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury and Secretary 
of Homeland Security, may establish. 

Sec. 4. Section 1 of this proclamation shall not apply with respect to 
any person otherwise covered by section 1 where entry of the person 
into the United States would not be contrary to the interests of the 
United States, as determined by the Secretary of State. In exercising the 
functions and authorities in the previous sentence, the Secretary of 
State shall consult the Secretary of Homeland Security on matters re-
lated to admissibility or inadmissibility within the authority of the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. 

Sec. 5. Nothing in this proclamation shall be construed to require ac-
tions that would be inconsistent with the United States obligations 
under applicable international agreements. 

Sec. 6. This proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any 
right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, 
or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 7. This proclamation is effective immediately and shall remain in 
effect until such time as the Secretary of State determines that it is no 
longer necessary and should be terminated, either in whole or in part. 
Any such termination shall become effective upon publication in the 
Federal Register. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
fourth day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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